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This instruction implements AFPD 11-2, Aircraft Rules and Procedures. It edablishes tie minimum
esential elementsequired in aa AFRC SOF progam, is optional foassociate units, and does not apply
to ACC a AFSOC gaine units. This SOF pogram des not reliee othe agencies of theresponsibility
for providing sfe andeffectiveaircraft control. Numbered air forceandsubadinate units ma supple-
ment thisinstruction toexpand ad define individual urtiprograms. Unit progams cordin the minimum
essentialelements set forth n this ingruction

1. Need for SOF.Postive sipervision of flying activities is esential for safe and efficienimission
accomplishmeinand isan inherent rgponsibility of commandersf flying operationsateach lewl. The
SOF progam is intendedatfunction, asa minimum, &those times wha an operational commahpaost
(active duty a reserve)is na available.

1.1. Thedemandson flying unit supervisars ae many and varied, and require that they deegae
supervision of the unit's figg activities. During periods when the commandsipis not unctioning,
this delegation is deécted to the supervisor dfying. It is esential to deignate highly qualiied indi-
vidualsto provide requied supavision toensuresafe aml professiond flying.

1.2. The SOF pogram is mis®n esential because it is a key element in commargiind controlling
flying activities.

1.3 Unit commanders publish local directives to include quick reaction checklists (QRCs) as
requredto expand, further define, or tilor the SOF prgramto their specifi c operational and geo-
graphic requrements.
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2. Concept.The assignment of a SOF does not reduce or eliminate the inherent authority and responsi-
bility of the aircraft commander for the safety of his or her aircraft and crew. Positive supervision of fly-
ing activities is necessary and appropriate for all AFRC activities.

2.1. The SOF:
2.1.1. Monitors and supervises all phases of flying until relieved by higher authority.

2.1.2. Advises, assists, and provides direction on behalf of the commander to enhance safe flying
operations and, or to effect the safe recovery of emergency aircraft.

2.1.3. Becomes familiar with the details of all missions in progress or scheduled during the SOF
tour of duty.

2.1.4. Reviews the operational risk management assessment submitted for each mission and coor-
dinate any anomalies with the appropriate authority.

2.1.5. Monitors the progress and status of all airborne assigned or attached aircraft.

2.1.6. Keeps abreast of current and forecast weather conditions, and status of airdrome and navi-
gational facilities serving the airdrome and any designated alternate airfield, and ensures that air-
field managers are notified if their airfield is being used as a training or diversion base.

2.1.7. Renders assistance to airborne aircrews in the form of advisories, instructions, or direc-
tives, as required.

2.1.8. Takes necessary action to prevent a serious emergency situation from developing when air-
field conditions, weather, or aircraft malfunctions indicate a potentially hazardous situation exists.
Such action may be in the form of a directive (on behalf of the commander) pertaining to diverting
or holding aircraft, including transient aircraft at AFRC bases, providing technical assistance dur-
ing inflight malfunctions or emergencies, and ensuring deteriorating weather conditions are
passed to the pilot by appropriate agencies. Additionally, the SOF monitors a designated fre-
guency and provides assistance and direction to aircraft, as required. This in no way relieves other
agencies of responsibilities to provide assistance and direction to emergency aircraft. If weather
conditions or air traffic control (ATC) requirements preclude direct radio contact, the SOF moni-
tors the frequency on which the emergency aircraft is being controlled, and passes advisories and
directions through appropriate ATC agencies.

2.1.9. Reports any unusual activities observed during their tour of duty to the operations group
commander (OG/CC) or senior operations ART, as appropriate.

2.2. A facility or vehicle is provided from which the SOF monitors and supervises flying activities.
The SOF facility provides ready access to a multichannel UHF or VHF radio, as required, and may be
located in the command post/operations center, squadron/group/wing/detachment operations, alert
facility, control tower, radio equipped vehicle, or as designated by the OG/CC. Unit implementing
instructions establish the duty location of the SOF, depending on local conditions and existing facili-
ties. As a minimum, the SOF is provided with the following:

2.2.1. Military vehicle equipped with a multichannel UHF or VHF radio, as required, compatible
with primary aircraft authorization (PAA) aircraft and ATC facilities.



AFRCI11-2@® 29 Jure 1998 3

2.2.2 Locdly developed sequence d action checklists (QRCs) autlining procedures to be 6l-
lowed duing normal and emergency operatioi$e checklistsinclude poceduresfor obtaining
rapid contractor asistarte duringseriousairborneemergercies.

2.2.3 SOF kit to include applicable directives and aircfieght manualdor eah type d aircraft
asigned b the unit. Immediae access to Flight Crav Informaton File (FCIF) publicationssatis-
fies this requiement.

2.3 The SOF should nide takedto perfam concurrenhdutiesif such dutiesvould intefere in any
way with SCF respomsibilities.

2.4. Normal duty priod is locallydefined, rot to exced maximum flight duty periods spiéied in
AFI 11-401,Flight Managemel, during perods of reduced flying activity, which permits extded
rest periods, commanders maythorize a duty peéod of 24 hours. Qualified personnel, who are tem-
porarily performing duty nd involving flying (DNIF), may peform SOF dutiesfiapproved byflight
surgeon.

3. Command Relationship. The SOFserves asthe commandes'operationkflyin g representativein lieu
of an operational command post, and is an edarof theresporsibility and authoity of the command
andcontrol chain.

4. Training Program. The OGLCC derelops a ftaining progam for ratel officers slected for SOF
dutiesto include:

4.1 A review and unérstanding of applicable SOF directivasd procedures.

4.2 A briefing by the OG/CCon SOF reponsibilities, to inclue the SOF'duties, ad those of the
safety dficer in theevent of an accident oincident.

4.3, Tours by the SOF trainee taccompay and obsrve an exgrienced SOF dung portions of two
serate SOF tours, or until pradiencyand knowled@ is demonstratechithe following area

4.3.1 Operation oequipment locatdin the desigrated duty lccation.
4.3.2 Operation 6the SOF veldle ard ancillary equipment.
4.33. Operatia of all radios accssible for SOF use.

4.34. Location and routes of travel to inspectionaareich as runway, taxiways, barriers, and
am/de-arm Fecilities such as the command pgpw/eatler staton, applicableATC facilities etc,
will be viited for familiarization.

4.4. A letterof appoiriment, signifying thattraininghas be@ competed, ismaintaired by the Opera-
tionsTraining Division/DOT. The OGLCC accompbhes annual recefication of appointed SPper-
sonnel. An updatel letter of appointmeiis accomplishd at the time of reertification.

5. On-Call SOF. Unit commaners mayelect toestablish an on-call S& when unit aircraft are ndly-
ing to monita missions awayfrom hame station. Unts estabbh a SOF pbcy for off-station flights and
recovefes.

6. General Information. Within this command:
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6.1. Multiple AFRC units located on a base may be supported by a single AFRC SOF provided that
the requirements of the basic paragraph are satisfied and respective commanders concur.

6.2. Requests for more than one AFRC SOF vehicle per base must be submitted on AF Form 601,
Equipment Action Reques, according to AFM 67-1, volume IV, part |, chapter 5, and forwarded
with supporting rationale through channels to HQ AFRC/LGT.

DAVID R. SMITH, Maj Gen, USAF
Commander
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